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Sir, — The story Unequivocal, On
Campus, (November 14) is both dlS-
torted and mischievous.

It is certainly the case that Ben
Lucas wrote to the Labour Club at
Thames Polytechnic describing me as
a racist, and ‘‘advising” them to
withdraw an invitation for me to
speak there. What you *‘omitted” to
mention was that_the President then
organised an open debate which
included UJS and myself, among
other speakers.

UJS-supporters, then attemptcd to
persuade first the executive and then
the Union General Meeting that I was
a ‘‘racist, antisemite and fascist™ and
therefore should be banned. Not
surprisingly this attempt was
unsuccessful, which is why UJS
refuses now to take part. Why if you
are a paper which sees itself.as more
than a propaganda vehicle did you not
consider the above relevant to the
story?

Tony Greenstein,

Palestine Solidarity Campaign,
Brigh:on Polytechnic Students Union,
Lewes Road,
Brighton.
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UJS Fail to Prevent
Speaker on Zionism

Greenstein Meeting Takes Place

By Nic Cicutti

In an often heated, but generally
well-behaved meeting orgnised
by LSE's Friends of Palestine on
Wednesday, 5th November,
Tony Greenstein, a well-known
anli-Zionist, succeeded in
delivering his speech on “Zion-
ism and Racism”.

For days beforehand, the
Union had been rife with
rumours that the UJS were
atlempling to gel this meeting
cancelled. Frenzied phone calls
lo various organisations [ailed to
clicit any cerlain information
proving Mr. Greenstein’s
allcged anti-semitism. On the
day of the meeting, both UJS
and the Labour Club issued leaf-
lets about the meeting.

Mr. Greenslein began his talk
by stressing his opposition to all
racism and fascism and stating,
“If even half of the allegations
against me wre true, 1 should be
banned.” 1lis argument on the
subject of Zionism was clear and
unambiguous. Zionism, Mr.
Greenstein claimed, was only

one of several strands of opinion

wich _had been present within
the Eastern European Jewish
movement at the turn of the
century. Although very much a
minotity view (the majority of
Jewish people supported ~ the
Socialist Bund or the Bolshe-
viks), Zionism distinguished
itsell by accepling that anti-
semilism by gentiles could not
be fought.” As evidence, Tony
Greenstein quoted one of the
idedlogues of Zionism, Pinsker,
who wrole, “Judeo-phobia is a
psychic aberration. As a psychic
aberralion, it is hereditmy, and
as a discase transmitted for two
thousand years, it is incurable.”

Tony Greenstein pointed out
that Zionism, born as it was in a
period of intense mnationalism
and imperialism, could not fail
to reflect the dominant ideology
of the period. it therefore tried
to reach alliances with major
weslern powers in order to

achieve its aims. Yel in trying to
achieve a Zionist state, it could
not fail but to adopt forms of
racism with which to oppress
those already Hving in Palestine,
the Talestinians. Thus the His-
tadrut, the Jewish trade union
formed by settlers in Palestine,
tried to enforce a boycott of any
Arab produce and to prevent
Arabs from working on Jewish
settlements. Its aim was a self-
sufficient Jewish economy. Tony
Greenslein gave several exam-
ples of Zionism’s manifestations
in today’s Israel. The “Dis-
charged Soldier's Amendment
Act” of 1969, which allowed
larger child beneifts only for
those who have performed army
serive is an example. In a societ;
within which compulsory call-
up exists, the majority of Palesti-
nians will not serve in the Israeli
army. Such acts are clearly dis-
criminalory.

The speaker finished by stat-
ing his own position. He
believes that peace in the mid-
dle-east will only be achieved
when the Palestinian and Arab
people united to bring down
i T .

both the Israeli state and all the
other reactionary Arab regimes
in the area. This will enable Jews
and Palestinians to live together
in a non-seculor state.

Tony Greenstein was an
impressive speaker, with an
encyclopaedic knowledge of
Zionism and Israel which he
demonstrated in the questions
which olten were hostile. The
question-time was also marked
by the strange sight of Jonathan
Putsman, well-known in other
spheres, telling a Zionist ques-
tioner lo “shut up” when she
made some fairly judicrous
points.

In a short interview after his
talk, he told “The Beaver” that
“in_opposing my visit, the UJS
had helped to make the meeting
such a success”, and he hoped
that “at the very least it will give
food for thought”.

He certainly did that. .
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olidarity Day with Soviet Jewry; thc
subjectis billed as"ls Zionism racist?"”:
which UJS says is comenuous and
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is to be Tony Greenstein, dg,scnbed as;
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Anti-Fascist Action; - %
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msauon‘ ‘of Labour Students chair-
person, has written to Thames Poly
Labout? Club, pomung out that
Greenstein;, hasi ‘‘already been
empved f:om both. NOLS and NUS:
i eren because of hls raushqewﬁ
and“ iniong. s :

. it is my opinion an

the view of GUPS (General Union'of:
Palestinian. Students}_that Tony]
Greenstein, hinders support for the
just cause’of the Palestinian people,?
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Sir, — Your report “Students

~defiant” (October 31), gives the clear

impression that the Palestine motion
in support of which I spoke will lead
automatically to the banning of a
Jewish Society at the School of
Oriental and African Studies and that,
therefore, I would fully support sucha
step being taken. Quite the opposite is
the case.

I wish to make it clear that I
unequivocally support, and always
have done. the right of Jewish/Zionist
societies to put forward their position
on the Palestine/Zionism question. If
there is any attempt to ban a Jewish
Society at SOAS, I would be perfectly
willing to speak against this at a union
general meeting. Providing, of course,
the Union of Jewish Students don’t
seek to ban me!

Tony Greenstein
Brighton Polytechnic Students’ Union
Lewes Road, Brighton. e




